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On Sept. 16, Deputy Interior Minister Luis Carrion Cruz told foreign reporters that his government
was preparing to declare a cease-fire effective Nov. 7 in its war with the US-backed contras. "It
will be a sovereign and unilateral act by the government of Nicaragua," said Carrion, who is a
member of the FSLN (Sandinista National Liberation Front) directorate. "We are not considering
a negotiation with the leadership of the counter-revolution." Carrion said the government would
seek to contact chiefs of contra units in Nicaragua and to offer them amnesty under terms of the new
Central American peace accord. He said these lower-ranking leaders could negotiate "independent"
of decisions taken by the contra leadership. This formula preserved the Sandinistas' long-standing
refusal to meet with top leaders of the contras. But it left open the possibility that they would
agree to meet with lower-level contras, who might act with tacit approval from their superiors. In
a telephone interview from Honduras with the NEW YORK TIMES, a spokesman for the contras,
Bosco Matamoros, dismissed Carrion's announcement as "a very clear effort to divide and conquer."
Carrion also stated that the government was likely to reopen the opposition newspaper LA PRENSA
without censorship. While reluctant to announce a timetable, Carrion said reopening LA PRENSA
was a measure the government could take before Nov. 7 to create a "constructive climate" for the
accords. After publishing for four years under Interior Ministry censorship, the newspaper was
closed June 26, 1986, hours after the US House of Representatives approved $100 million in contra
aid. Carrion added: "The political effect of reopening LA PRENSA under censorship would be
weak. So I think it would come out uncensored." Carrion rejected demands by opposition human
rights groups for the release of all political prisoners. The pact itself does not specify which, if
any, prisoners must be freed under the general amnesty it calls for. About 2,200 prisoners who
served in the National Guard of the late dictator Anastasio Somoza would not be eligible for
pardon, he said. The commander described the peace plan as "the most severe blow to date to
the Reagan administration's efforts to overthrow the Sandinista government by military means."
In an address to Central American ambassadors meeting in Managua, President Daniel Ortega
said the government will meet the terms of the accord even if Washington grants new military aid
to the contras. The two-day meeting was focused on implementation of peace accord provisions.
Renewed aid "would certainly be an obstacle to peace. But we are determined to confront the US
government's aggression against Central America by strengthening the unity among the region's
nations...so in the end the United States will be left isolated," Ortega said. The Guatemala accord
calls for full democratic liberties and a general amnesty leading to a cease-fire and eventual end
to guerrilla warfare in all five countries. All measures go into effect simultaneously in Nicaragua,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala and El Salvador on Nov. 7. (Basic data from AP, NEW YORK
TIMES, WASHINGTON POST, 09/17/87)
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